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The members of Mid Ohio Atheists have been working toward 

announcing our existence to the citizens of Mansfield by put-

ting up three billboards during the holiday season.  We have 

been raising funds toward this goal for several months.  We 

even had the support of American Atheists who had allowed 

us to use their Christmas billboard and who donated enough 

money to pay for one of the billboards. 

Michael Adams and I had been 

working with Lind Outdoor for 

several months before the bill-

boards were to be put up so 

that we could be sure the bill-

boards were exactly as we 

wanted them.   On October 

6th, I signed the contract to 

have three billboards put up 

the week starting November 

28.  At that point, work began 

in earnest to design the bill-

boards and get those designs 

to Lind by November 10th, 

which was the deadline for the 

designs.  We also selected the 

sites in Mansfield where the billboards were going to be dis-

played. 

Everything seemed to be going great, we were getting great 

cooperation from the contact person at Lind who was working 

with us.  We had all the artwork submitted by November 10th 

per the schedule.  On the 11th, I gave the final OK and the 
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designs were sent to the printer.  Nearly two weeks went by 

and we hadn’t heard anything from Lind, so we assumed    

everything was going as planned. 

Then on Tuesday, November 22, I received an e-mail from 

Maura Siegenthaler, the vice president of Lind Outdoor.  In the 

e-mail was a PDF of a document that read, “Per the terms of 

our agreements we are unable to fulfill your billboard contract.  

... we are canceling the con-

tract and you will not receive 

an invoice from Lind Outdoor.” 

Needless to say, Mike and I 

were stunned.  We had no clue 

that there was anything wrong 

with our designs and had not 

heard any objections to them, 

this came as a complete sur-

prise. 

I requested further clarification 

from Maura as the document 

did not make it clear what was 

wrong with our designs.  A little 

while later, this is what she 

sent back- “The content of the proposed displays was sup-

posed to have been approved beforehand by senior manage-

ment at Lind, but unfortunately was not.  When the content of 

your proposed displays did recently come to the attention of 

senior management, it was felt that a legal opinion was 

needed ...  Legal counsel determined that such displays could 

constitute a violation of such lease terms    (Continued page 2)  

http://midohioatheists.org/
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What I want for Christmas 
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If I had the power to produce exactly 

what I want for next Christmas, I would 

have all the kings and emperors resign 
and allow the people to govern them-

selves. 

I would have all the nobility crop their 

titles and give their lands back to the 
people. I would have the Pope throw 

away his tiara, take off his sacred vest-

ments, and admit that he is not acting for 

God — is not infallible — but is just an 
ordinary Italian. I would have all the car-

dinals, archbishops, bishops, priests and 

clergymen admit that they know nothing 

about theology, nothing about hell or 
heaven, nothing about the destiny of the 

human race, nothing about devils or 

ghosts, gods or angels. I would have 

them tell all their “flocks” to think for 
themselves, to be manly men and wom-

anly women, and to do all in their power 

to increase the sum of human happiness. 

I would have all the professors in col-
leges, all the teachers in schools of every 

kind, including those in Sunday schools, 

agree that they would teach only what 

they know, that they would not palm off 

guesses as demonstrated truths. 

I would like to see all the politicians 

changed to statesmen, — to men who 

long to make their country great and 

free, — to men who care more for public 
good than private gain — men who long 

to be of use. 

I would like to see all the editors of pa-

pers and magazines agree to print the 
truth and nothing but the truth, to avoid 

all slander and misrepresentation, and to 

let the private affairs of the people 

alone. 

I would like to see drunkenness and 

prohibition both abolished. 

I would like to see corporal punishment 

done away with in every home, in every 

school, in every asylum, reformatory, 

and prison. Cruelty hardens and de-
grades, kindness reforms and ennobles. 

I would like to see the millionaires unite 

and form a trust for the public good. 

I would like to see a fair division of prof-

its between capital and labor, so that 

the toiler could save enough to mingle a 

little June with the December of his life. 

I would like to see an international court 

established in which to settle disputes 

between nations, so that armies could 

be disbanded and the great navies al-

lowed to rust and rot in perfect peace. 

I would like to see the whole world free 

— free from injustice — free from su-

perstition. 

This will do for next Christmas. The fol-
lowing Christmas, I may want more. 

MOA is a Proud Affiliate of 

American Atheists 

Cancelled 
Cont... 

and conditions.  ... the inflammatory na-

ture of the proposed displays would no 

doubt be considered offensive to much of 

the community and would be harmful to 

Lind’s community reputation and good-

will.  Lind has always and will continue to 

reserve the right not to publish advertise-

ments which, in its sole opinion, are ob-

scene, unnecessarily offensive and/or not 

in the best interests of the community at 

large.  …” 

I’m not exaggerating when I say that it 

was hurtful and distressing to read our 

billboards were considered “obscene, 

unnecessarily offensive and/or not in the 

best interests of the community at large.” 

The bigger issue though is we did not 

have enough time at that point to find an 

alternative billboard company to work 

with to get the billboards displayed dur-

ing the holiday season.   We did talk to 

another billboard company and they said 

the best they could do was to have the 

billboards up about a week before Christ-

mas.  This was not acceptable. 

I have been in contact with Edwin Kagin, 

the national legal director for American 

Atheists.    We are at this time exploring 

our legal options concerning this matter. 

We have received correspondence from 

atheists from around the world who can’t 

believe this is happening in modern day 

America.   I wish to thank them all for 

their support and encouragement. 

I would like to see the 

whole world free - free 

from injustice - free 

from superstition. 

http://midohioatheists.org/
http://atheists.org/about/Local_and_Affiliates
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less moral than your average Christian 

is a laughable argument shown over 

and over again to be false by all the 

statistical data.  

2)  “He isn’t a real Christian.”  Or.. “He 

didn’t truly know Jesus” 

According to the  Encyclopedia of Chris-

tianity  there are over 30,000 different 

denominations that have branched off 

of the Catholic Church.  The shear num-

ber of denominations easily shows that 

they can rarely agree on what to be-

lieve or how to believe it.  However I 

never hear a Christian say “Oh that de-

nomination over there, there not really 

Christians.”  Unless they or one of their 

members do something overtly unac-

ceptable by modern society, like the 

Westboro Baptists.  Were they quiet 

about their ‘fag hating’ or called it some-

thing more trendy like ‘Protection of 

Marriage act’ and didn’t choose to picket 

the funeral of fallen soldiers then most of 

Christianity would continue to support 

them by simply remaining quiet. 

The double standard I see over and over 

again from Christians is appalling.  When 

ever a Muslim commits an act of 

‘Terrorism’, he is just another example 

for the Christians to site about the inher-

ent evil of all of Islam. However when a 

Christian is able to commit an equally 

heinous crime inspired by his faith in 

Christianity, then he is, according to your 

average Christian, the exception and has 

gotten it all wrong.  

No where in history 

can I find a time or a 

place where a horrible 

deed was done in the 

name of atheism. 

A couple of common arguments that pop 

up every time some self professed Chris-

tian does something crazy, like the re-

cent attacks in Oslo, are...  

1) Just because a Christian does some-

thing bad doesn't make all Christians 

bad, no more than all atheists are re-

sponsible for the crimes of Stalin, Mao, 

or Pol Pot. Or its often phrased more 

aggressively.  Well what about all these 

horrible people who were atheists? 

There is however an issue I take with 

that line of thought.  The difference is 

easy to spot if you spend any time on the 

subject.  Through out history there have 

been atheists who have done horrible 

things, and there have been Christians 

who have done horrible things.  However 

no where in history can I find a time or a 

place where a horrible deed was done in 

the name of atheism. History is however 

jam packed with incidents where horrible 

deeds were done explicitly in the name 

of Christianity. So all in all this argument 

does not work.  There is no doctrine for 

an atheists to commit such atrocities in 

its name unless you consider disbelief or 

lack of belief in a god to be a doctrine, 

then that would be the only one and at 

no time in our history has a disbeliever or 

a group of disbelievers risen up though 

violence to support their disbelief.  Along 

with all that the idea that atheists are 

The double standard I 

see over and over 

again from Christians 

is appalling.   

The Double Standard of Christianity 
By Michael Adams 

There is no doctrine 

for an atheists to 

commit such atrocities 

in its name. 

New MOA flyer 

New Flyer  

Something our group has been missing is 

an attractive flyer we can hang on bulle-

tin boards announcing our group and  

how to contact us.  Well, no more.   Go 

to our website and you can download 

this wonderfully appealing  flyer. 

http://midohioatheists.org/?page_id=977
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The End of Freedom of Speech, Religion 
By Drenn Workman 
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be established as well.   If the states 

could establish their own religious law 

applicable to those residing there, how 

could the Federal government guarantee 

the right of Freedom of religion and 

speech for the individual? 

The pre-eminence of Federal law over 

State law is now well established.   More 

so after the Civil War than before.   For 

the United States to simply become a 

collection of a non-cohesive group of 

individual states would mean an end to 

freedom of speech, freedom of religion. 

I have written on this topic before, but 

recent events make it necessary again.   

Both in the news and in exchanges I have 

had online, certain people of a certain 

religious persuasion seem intent on 

eliminating the concept of “Separation of 

Church and State” , and instituting a sec-

tarian government. 

State.”    Madison had also written that 

“Strongly guarded. . . is the separation 

between religion and government in 

the Constitution of the United States.”    

There existed little controversy about 

this interpretation from our Founding 

Fathers.” 

From the beginning, the Constitution 

has been attacked by theists who were 

dead set against the government being 

neutral in religious affairs.   This battle 

continues today with politicians vying 

to be the most religious.    Individuals 

like Herman Cain, Rick Perry, Michele 

Bachmann, Rick Santorum, and Newt 

Gingrich, advocate mixing government 

with religion, using Biblical law, rather 

than man’s law. 

There are many who state that the re-

strictions on government with respect 

to religion only apply to the federal 

government.   This would allow each 

state to establish it’s own state religion.   

Logically speaking, this would violate 

the guarantee of freedom of religion 

and speech for anyone who did not 

accept the precepts of the prevailing 

religion.   Also, there would be no guar-

antee that only Christianity would es-

tablish such a state, but by gaining a 

majority in time, an Islamic state could 

There are many Americans that would 

like to convert the United States into a 

Christian Nation.   Many falsely claim 

that it was established as a Christian Na-

tion to begin with and has changed. 

Those who founded this nation from the 

beginning clearly meant it to be a secular 

state, totally neutral in religious matters.    

From the lack of the mention of a God in 

the Constitution, to the famous Treaty of 

Tripoli which is often quoted-  “As the 

Government of the United States of 

America is not, in any sense, founded on 

the Christian religion; as it has in itself no 

character of enmity against the laws, 

religion, or tranquility, of Musselmen; 

and as the said States never have en-

tered into any war or act of hostility 

against any Mehomitan nation, it is de-

clared by the parties that no pretext aris-

ing from religious opinions shall ever 

produce an interruption of the harmony 

existing between the two countries.” This 

treaty was signed in 1796. Note that it 

says states plural, all inclusive. 

“Thomas Jefferson made an interpreta-

tion of the 1st Amendment to his January 

1st, 1802 letter to the Committee of the 

Danbury Baptist Association calling it a 

“wall of separation between church and 

From the beginning, 

the Constitution has 

been attacked by 

theists ... 

Those who founded 

this nation from the 

beginning clearly 

meant it to be a secular 

state, totally neutral in 

religious matters. 

http://www.americanhumanist.org/


 Mid Ohio Atheists Newsletter               December 2011                                     Page 5 

 

Spreading the Awareness 
By Ron Stephens 

Mid Ohio Atheists 

Don’t Believe in God? 

Neither do we. 

Good without God? 

40 million Americans are. 

If Science is right, 

the Bible is wrong. 

Don’t blame Christians 

all humans are fallible. 

To preach superstition 

as truth is scandalous 

Science is the cure for 

faith-based superstition 

It’s OK to question 

religion.    Isn’t it? 

Blind Faith is an 

Abandonment of Reality 

Faith is a fallacy 

Atheism is not a Religion, 

it’s a Personal 

Relationship with Reality 

FREEDOM from religion is 

a basic human right. 

Tithing = 

Give me your money, 

I’ll tell you a fairytale. 

I would like to see some of our members 

volunteer to take some of these ads and 

place them in local papers.  The ads don’t 

need to run every day, just a couple of 

days every month or so.  That way we 

can get the coverage without having the 

expense of a daily ad.  Please contact me 

if you would like to be involved in this 

outreach opportunity. 

Christianity down our throats on a regu-

lar basis. This time of year one is over-

whelmed with the Salvation Army and 

other well-meaning groups “God Bless-

ing” every person that walks past and, 

frankly, it irritates me to no end. You 

can’t even grab a meal in either 

Wendy’s in Ashland as they play Chris-

tian music, which I find offensive and 

discriminatory. I have pondered con-

tacting the ACLU about the music as I 

feel that the restaurant is a public 

venue/franchise and the owners should 

not be promoting their religious values 

through background music!   In any 

event, looking forward to catching one 

of your future meetings.” 

So, this is obviously an effective way of 

reaching out to people and making 

them aware that our group exists in 

Mansfield.  I think to maximize this idea 

it should be spread to other newspa-

pers in our area.  Similar ads could be 

put in the Mansfield News Journal, the 

Bucyrus Telegraph Forum, and other 

local papers. 

Rick Hickman, who just found out about 

our group because of the billboard con-

troversy, is very enthusiastic about 

helping us.  He is compiling a list of all 

the local papers.  He has also put to-

gether many dozens of short ads that 

could be put in these papers.   Here are 

just a few of what he has sent me- 

Although billboards have been a popular 

way for atheist groups to get attention in 

the local area, there are other ways that 

can be utilized  also. 

Ray Greenbank, a fairly new member of 

Mid Ohio Atheists, contacted me with a 

great idea.  He asked if he could put a 

classified ad in the Ashland Times Ga-

zette, advertising our group.  Ray said 

there was a section called Tele ‘n Sell 

where people could have just about any-

thing put in the paper.  I let Ray know 

that I thought that was a great idea. 

Ray wrote that he was going to place the 

ad “Not religious? Check out Mid Ohio 

Atheists of Mansfield midohioathe-

ist.org” on December 7th and 9th. 

Early in the evening of December 7, I 

received an e-mail, and also a comment 

on the website, from a lady from the 

Ashland area who was very grateful to 

have seen Ray’s ad in the paper.   The 

email read, “Found your advertisement in 

the Ashland Times Gazette. My husband 

and I were thrilled that such an organiza-

tion existed so close to home! What a 

relief that there are other like-minded 

individuals in this area. We are sur-

rounded by overreaching Bible thumpers 

constantly trying to ram their so-called 

Tithing = 

Give me your money, 

I’ll tell you a fairytale. 

My husband and I 

were thrilled that such 

an organization existed 

so close to home!  
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Planning  Ahead 

I would like to take a moment to explain 

my vision for the group.   I want our 

group to be more than just a bunch of 

people who get together and complain 

about religion and religious people. 

I want our group to be a community for 

atheists.  I know you have probably 

heard or read those words before.   But, 

these are more than just words, what 

they actually mean is to build an organi-

zation that responds to the social needs 

of atheists so that atheists feel at home 

when we are in the group. 

I think the 2011 was our best year so far 

in our group’s short life.   In 2011 we had 

two movie nights, a great picnic at the 

Mohican State Park, and twelve monthly 

meetings, including the Season of Reason 

party in December.   Four of us carpooled 

to the American Atheists’ convention in 

Des Moines Iowa back in April.   And 

several of us went to the Secular Stu-

dent Alliance conference in Columbus in 

August. 

We also had four cleanups for the 

Adopt a Highway program this past 

year.   Back in the spring, several of us 

helped the Friends of Mansfield Parks 

plant flowers at several locations in 

Mansfield.   And don’t forget the drives 

to help cut the domestic violence shel-

ter where we collected items to help 

people in need. 

What I would like to see for 2012 is 

more of these activities.   The Reason 

Rally is coming up in March and this 

would be a good opportunity to 

strengthen friendships among our 

members.   We will also continue to do 

Adopt a Highway next year and I would 

like to see as many members as possible, 

that can, participate.   We’ll also have a 

summer picnic and a winter party. 

In order for our group to become a true 

community we need to have many more 

community building activities like these. 

If you have any other ideas of activities 

you would like to see our group be in-

volved in next year, please let me know.  

I want to get these activities on the cal-

endar right away.   That would im-

mensely help our planning and participa-

tion.   The activities do not have to be 

ones where everyone would want to be 

involved , if only some of the group 

would want to join in, that’s OK too.   If 

we have enough of them, everyone can 

find some they will want to do. 

Thanks, 

Ron Stephens 

PLACE 

STAMP  

HERE 


